
 

 

How diaspora lives in language: young Syrian 

Jewish Mexicans in the 21st century 

 

Dr. Evelyn Maria Dean-Olmsted is an assistant professor in the Dept of 

Sociology and Anthropology at the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Peidras. As 

a linguistic anthropologist, she studies language, power, and social identity 

in Latin America. She will present her ethnographic work on language and 

identity among Syrio-Lebanese Jews in Mexico City. She analyzes how 

speakers creatively and pragmatically draw on semiotic resources to forge 

relations in seemingly disparate social fields and challenge stereotype and 

stigma.   
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