Kinship Theory and Archaeology
ANG 6186 (sect 3255)
Thursday periods 3-5 (9:35-12:34)

William Keegan (keegan@flmnh.ufl.edu)

Objectives:

This graduate seminar will explore kinship theory as it applies to archaeological reconstructions.
Although it has been reported that archaeologists cannot excavate kinship systems, our models of
social and cultural development are based on constructs of consanguinity, descent, genealogy,
alliance, exchange and residence. In other words, “structured structures predisposed to function
as structuring structures...” Moreover, where social formations conceptually are not based on
kinship their definition typically is in apposition (e.g., Chiefdoms, Kings, States, Houses). The
goal of this seminar is to explore patterns of social relations and their archaeologically detectable
material correlates.

Topics:

1. Introduction and basic models - Keegan

2. Critique of kinship - Schneider, Kuper

3. Response to critiques - Scheffler

4. Elementary forms of kinship — Levi-Strauss and Fox

5. Genealogy and Descent — Murdock, Schneider and Gough
6. Residence — Goodenough, Hill

7. Marriage and Exchange — Rubel and Rosman, Ensor

8. Kinship terminology — Murdock, Byrne

9. Case study — Yap and Trobriand Islands — Schneider, Malinowski, Weiner
10. Case study — Oceania — Hage, Sahlins, Earle

11. Case study — Taino — Keegan, Curet, Ensor

12. Case study - Southeast U.S. — Pauketat, Widmer



13. Cognatic Descent and Houses — Levi-Strauss, Joyce and Gillespie
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Project and Grading:

Grading will be based on class participation and the final project. There are no exams. Students
are expected to be conversant in the readings assigned each week and to discuss these and other
knowledge of the subject. The final project will be to evaluate the kinship structure of the
particular culture they study, and to evaluate the degree to which kinship theory might (or might
not) contribute to their study.

It is recommended that the students obtain the following texts:
Fox, Robin (1967). Kinship & Marriage. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Rosman, Abraham and Paula G. Rubel (1971). Feasting With Mine Enemy. Waveland Press,
Illinois.

Scheffler, Harold W. (2001). Filiation and Affiliation. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Schneider, David M. (1984). A Critique of the Study of Kinship. University of Michigan Press,
Ann Arbor.



