Economic Anthropology

ANT 4266
Section 2637
Fall 2023

Tuesdays 4t period, Thursdays 4th-5th periods
Dauer 342

Instructor: Dr. Peter Collings

Office: B-135 Turlington Hall
Phone: 392-2253x239

Email: pcollings@ufl.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays in B135 11:30-1, & by appointment

Course Overview and Objectives

Economic Anthropology explores the models and methods anthropologists use to study economic behavior -
the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services - in both subsistence and market
economies. This course examines the contributions of neo-classical economics, political economy, and
development theory to the study of economic behavior and how anthropologists’ understanding of economy
differs from that of economics. We will explore case studies from the ethnographic literature and, debate
different theoretical views about economic behavior, and discuss current trends in the world economy and
discuss their effects on peoples in peasant and tribal societies.

The objectives of this course include the following:

e Discussing basic terms and concepts associated with how anthropologists examine economics and
the relationship between economy and culture.

Examining and analyzing the differences between Economics and Economic Anthropology.
Developing skills in the research methods commonly employed in Economic Anthropology.
Improving abilities in communication through written, oral, and visual methods.

Applying lessons from the study of economic anthropology to contemporary economic problems.

Required Reading

There is no required textbook. All readings are available as .pdf files through the Canvas/Elearning Portal.

Assessments, Exams, and Grading

Assessments in this class consist of a series of bi-weekly assignments, each worth 30 points, and two take-
home essay assignments (100 points each). Both exams will be in essay format, with questions distributed
one week prior and essays submitted electronically. Each exam will be worth 100 points.

Bi-Weekly Assignments. The course is broken up into units of approximately 2 weeks each. At the end of
each unit, students will submit a brief essay synthesizing the material -readings, exercises (some in-class,
some as homework) and in class discussions - covered during the unit. Each assignment is due by midnight of
the due date and worth 30 points. Late assignments will be penalized 5 pts/day. For final grades, the lowest
grade will be dropped.

In-Class Activities and Participation. This classroom is designed to be much more interactive, which
includes both discussion of the assigned readings, workshop-like activities, and some lecturing. Because of
the interactive and discussion-oriented nature of the classroom, participation is expected and is worth 50
points toward the final grade.



Policy on the use of Al and assignments. The use of Al to assist in completing assignments and essays
for this class is acceptable. If you employ Al (such as ChatGPT), however, you will be expected to
acknowledge its use and cite it, and to documented how you used it. Further information on Al use will be
included via Canvas.

Final Grades. Final grades are based on points accumulated during the semester. Points will be awarded as
follows:

Bi-Weekly Assignments: 30 points each (total 150)
Mid-Term Essays 100 points

Final Essays 100 points

Participation 50 points

Total Points 400 points

Grades will be assigned as follows:

A=372+,A-=360-371, B+=348-360, B=332-347, B-=320-331, C+=308-319, C=292-307, C-=280-291,
D=240-279, E=<240

There is no extra credit offered for this course.

UF Policies

Academic Honesty: When students enroll at UF they commit themselves to honesty and integrity. As a
result of completing the registration form at the University of Florida, every student has signed the
following statement: “I understand the University of Florida expects its students to be honest in all their
academic work. [ agree to adhere to this commitment to academic honesty and understand that my
failure to comply with this commitment may result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion
from the University.” On work submitted for credit by UF students, the following pledge is either required
or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.”

Campus Helping Resources: Students experiencing crisis or personal problems that interfere with their
general wellbeing are encouraged to utilize the university’s counselling resources. The UF Counselling
and Wellness Center provides confidential counselling services at no cost for currently enrolled students.

1. Counselling and Wellness Center, http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/

2. Student Health Care Center: http://shcc.ufl.edu/ For an overview of various resources see
http://www.distance.ufl.edu/getting-help

Disabilities: Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the
Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/ ) by providing appropriate
documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation letter, which must be presented
to the instructor when requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities should follow this
procedure as early as possible in the semester.

Technical assistance:

For issues with technical difficulties for E-learning, please contact the UF Help Desk at:
e Learning-support@ufl.edu
® (352) 392-HELP - select option 2
e https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml

Course Evaluations. Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this
course by completing online evaluations. Evaluations are typically open during the last 2-3 weeks of the
semester, but students will be notified of specific times when they are open. Summary results of these
assessments are also available to students.




Course Qutline

The following course outline is approximate. We may spend more (or less) time on specific topics as class
interest dictates. Due dates, however, will occur as scheduled and are not subject to change.

Important Dates:

Assignments Due 9/14,9/28,10/12,10/26,11/9,& 11/30
October 19: Mid term Essays due
December 13: Final Essays due

August 24-29: Introduction and Orientation to Economic Anthropology.
Readings: Sahlins 1988, Polanyi 1957
September 5-14: Principles of Exchange

Readings: Malinowski 1920, Mauss (chapters 1&2 from The Gift), Blurton-Jones 1984, Trivers 1971,
Axelrod and Hamilton 1981.

September 14: Assignment 1 due
September 19-28: Production Systems

Readings: Dahl 1989, Collings 2011, Bird and Bird 2008, Ember 1978, Fratkin 2001, Hardin 1968, Pedersen
and Benjaminson 2008, Johnson 1989

September 28: Assignment 2 Due
October 3-12: Markets, Money, and the Moral Economy
Readings: Dalton 1965, Berdan 1985, Graeber 1996, Tymowski 1991, Wolf 1982a
October 12: Assignment 3 Due.
Mid-Term Essays Due October 19
October 17-26: Capitalism and Assorted Critics
Readings: Roseberry 1978; Marx 1959, Littlefield 1978 Plattner 1989, Moore 1991, Wolf 1982a&b
October 26: Assignment 4 Due.
October 31-November 9: Commodities and Labor

Readings: Vasquez-Leon 2010, Roseberry 1996, Reichman 2018, Ember 1983, Bartlett 1986, Cone and
Myhre 2000, Smith 1984

November 9: Assignment 5 Due.

November 14-30: Informal Economies
Readings: Kersh 2018, Stoller 1996, White et al. 1981
November 30: Assignment 6 Due.

Final essays Due December 13
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