PRINCI PLES OF POLITICAL ANTHROPOLOGY:

Foundations, Debatesand New Directions
ANG6274 - Wed per 5-7 (1145a- 2:45p)
Dr. Brenda Chalfin, bchalfin@ufl.edu, 451 Grinter, 352-392-2427
Class gmail: ang6274@gmail.com (principles)

This weekly graduate seminar is appropriate for incoming and advanced graduate students
in anthropology and allied social science and humanities programs. Comparative case
studies will be drawn from around theworld and across time periods, including the
contemporary US Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin America. Course work will include short
writing assessments, research proposals and analytic essays.

Course Themes and Topics

Wha are the foundations of a distinctively anthropologica gpproach to politics, governance and public life?
How has anthropology's theorization of the politicd emerged in conver sation with (and in opposition to)
the daims and gpproaches of other disciplines, whether politica science, internationd relations, history,
sociology, or philosophy?How does anthropology contribute to debates regarding which actions, events,
contexts and atitudes count as politicad? What methodologicd insights does anthropology bring to the
investigation and representation of politica ideologies,institutions and behaviors?\What new directionsare
these interdisciplinary questions and collabor aions taking? How does anthropology treat the study of
politicd life asan ethicd endeavor involving specific resear ch safeguar ds, protocols, and limitations?

Coursetopics include politica culture, political affect, identity-politics, citizenship and socid movements,
states and statelessness, hegemony, resigance and subdlterity, bio- politics and gover nmentality,
ungoverned spaces and zones of exception, security and states of emergency, the public sphereand the
politics of everyday life, militarization, thing- politics, and the political uses and perils of anthropologica
research.

CLASS ASS GNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS

Recommended Texts: You will be reading extensive selections from each of these texts and it is
suggested that you acquire aprint or electronic copy for your own use.

A. Sharmaand A. Gupta, The Anthropology of the Sate: A Reader. Blackwell. 2006.

M. Foucault, Discipline and Punish Vintage. 1991

B. Ander on, Imagined Communities Ver so. 2006.

K. Madeish. Making War_at Fort Hood. Princeton. 2013

G Feldmen. The Migraion Apparetus. Stanford. 2012.

Hectronic Reading and Resources:
To whatever extent possible, dl other cour se readingswill be available in electronic format on the course

gmail account. ang6274@gmail.com (pw: principles)
You are expected to bring al readings for the week to classin print or electronicformat.

Required readings may be subject to minor maodifications based on the instructor's discretion



Assignments:

Weekly Quote Sheets (10 @ 26 ea =10%): You are required to come to class with three quotes from each of

three readings of your choice fromthe weekly reading materia. Please submit acopy to Dr. Chdfin & the
beginning of dassand email a soft copy to bchdfin@ufl.edu

Reading Assessments (5 @8% ea =40%): Provide a 2-3 page (750 word) assessment of the weekly reading
responding to dl or some of the discussion questionsindicated in the syllabus. You may dso rase additiona
guestions and observaionsin a separae paragraph. You may select five weeksof your choice. Your

assessment is due on the date the dass is covering those readings. Ground your damsin concepts and

examples fromthe dass readings.

Fantasy Proposds (3 @ 5% ea =15%): Providea 2 page (500 word)mini researchproposd drawing on the
methods and themesraised in the course reading for the week. Wha questions would you like to explore,

where, how, why?These are ‘fantasy’ project and are not constrained by expense, logistics or feasibility. Due

on the date the dass is covering those readings.

End of Term Andytic Essays (3 @ 8% ea =24 %): These are take home essay exam of 1000 words each

writtenin response to questions circulated by Dr. Chafin. Questionswillbe distributedby Novermber 17.

Responses are due Dec. 10.

Class Participation and Attendance (6%): Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absence willresult in a grade reduction.
Please feel free to communicate with Dr. Chafin about any specid needsor circumstances. Class participation willbe
measuredin termsof qudlity of contribution to class discussion and ability to respond to the discussion questions
indicated in the sylidbus.
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COURSE SCHEDULE:

8/ 27 Classl. Introduction
9/ 3 Class 2. Palitics: To have or_have not ?

AR Reddiffe-Brown, "Preface.”" In African Political Systems, IAl, 1940, pp. Xi-X«ii.



R. Lavenda and E Schultz, Core Conceptsin Culturd Anthropology, McGraw Hill, 2007, pp. 112- 24
T. Lewelen, Political Anthropology, Bergin & Garvey, 1992, pp. 22-30

G Slberbauer, "Political Processin G/'wi bands," in E Leacock and R. Lee (eds), Politics and Historyin Band
Sodieties Cambridge, 1982, pp. 23-35.

E Wolf, "Facing Power, Ad Insights, New Questions." In Pathways of Power : Buildng an Anthropology of the
ModernWorld. Cdifornia 2001 pp. 383-397.

Wha do you consider the centrd questionsof dassic gpproachesto political anthropology? Do any of these
approaches chdlenge the conventiona wisdom, whether in termsof questions asked, case- studies examined,
methods, or condusions? Which linesof inquiry do you find the most interesting or suggestive?

9/10 Class 3. Culture and Power: Anthropology and New Nations

B. Anderson, "The Idea of Power in Javanese Culture," in Language and Power : Exploring Politica Culturesin
Indonesia, Cor nell. 1990. pp. I7-76.

C. Geertz, "After the Revolution: the Politics of Netionalism," The Interpretation of Cultures Basic, 1973 pp.
234-254.

B. Anderson, Ch. 14, 10, in Imagined communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Ver so,
1991/2006.

A. Gupta, "Imagining Netions" in Companion to the Anthropology of Politics, ed. D. Nugent. Blackwell. 2004.
pp. 267-281

J Kellyand M. Kgplan, "Nation and decolonizetion: toward a new anthropology of nationaism”
Anthropologica Theory, Dec2001, 1(4).

Wha is Anderson'sthesis regarding culture and power ? Can you trace the shifting concer ns of
anthropology's engagement with questions of the nation and nationaism? Why is Ander son centrd in these
discussions? Have hisinsights been surpassed?

9/17 Library Resource Session:

9/24 Class4. Hegemony. Ideology. Resistance and Sub-alterity

R. Williams, 1977, "Hegemony," in Marxism and Literature. Oxford. pp. 108- 14.

D. Forgacs, The Antonio Gramsd Reader, NYU. 2000. pp. 189-200, 422-3, 429-30.

(aso note http//www.engish.emory.edu/Bahri/ hegemony.html

G Smith,"Hegemony," inin Companion to the Anthropology of Politics, ed. D. Nugent. Blackwell. 2004. pp.
216-229

L. Althusser, "ldeology and Ideologicd State Apparatuses,” in Lenin and Philosophy, Monthly Review Press,
1970 ( avallable on-line or in Gupta and Sharmas Anthropology of the Sate: A Reader, pp. 86-110)



G. Joseph and D. Nugent eds., Everyday Forms of Sate Formation: Revolution and the Negotiation of Rule in
ModernMexico, Duke, 1994. selections: Roseberry, W. "Hegemony and the Language of Contention,” &

Sayer, D. "Bveryday Formsof State Formation..Hegemony'

S Ortner, "Resistance and the Problemof Bhnographic Refusd.” Compar aive Sudiesin Society and History:
1995. 37/1 Pp. 73-R8.

Reflecting on Sub-dtern Sudies Interview with Partha Chaterjee

http/ /www.culanth.org/ curated_collections/ 6-subdter n-studies/ discussions/ 4-r eflecting- on-30- year s-of-
subdter n-studies-conver sations-with-pr ofs- gyanendr a pandey-and- partha: chatterjee

Optiond: Hegemony and Culture in Historicd Anthropology: A Review Essay on Jan and John L. Comar off's
"Of Revelaion and Revolution" Sdly Engle Merry The American Historicd Review, Vol. 108, No. 2 (April 2003),
pp. 460-470

How can we par se the distinctions between hegemony, ideology and culture?Or resigance, sub-dterity and
counter -hegemony?How do these terms duster, overlap, and move andysis in different directions?

10/1Cass 5. Public Sohere, the Commons and the Social Contract

J Habermeas, Sections | 1&2, 114,56 and V 16, I7, in The Sructurd Transformation of the Public Sohere MIT.
1991 Pp. 150 & 141159

C. Cdhoun. "Introduction,” in Habermas and the Public Sohere MIT, 1993. pp. -4

H. Arendt, "The Human Condition" and "The Public and Private Redm," in The Human Condition Chicago.
1958. p. 7-77.

M. Hardt and A. Negri, "The Multitude of the Poor" in Commonwedth. Belkrgp. 2009. pp. 39-55.

B. Latour. "From Redpoalitik to Dingpolitik or How to Make Things Public." In Making Things Public:
Atmospheres of Democracy, ed. by Bruno Latour and Peter Weibel. MIT. 2005. Pp. 4-43.

L. McLauglin, "Feminism and the politicdl economy of transnationd public space.” In Sociologica Review. 2004.
52/s1 pp. 156- I75.

| Possible guest lecture. |

Discussthe range of ways the public sphereor publicream is conceptualized in these works?Do different
theorizations point out different politica possibilitiesand features of public life? How firmly is the distinction
between the public and private drawn?Do you consider this divide andyticdly productive? How might we
move beyond it?

10/8 Cass 6: Biopalitics and Governmentality
N. Rose, "Governing" In Powers of Freedom: Reframing Political Thought. Cambridge. 1999. pp. 15-60.

M. Foucault, M. 1991, "Gover nmentdity," in The Foucault Hfect, ed, G. Burchel, 1991 pp. 87-104. (AlsoIn
Sharmaand Gupta Reader: pp. 131-143)

M. Foucault, M. Discipline and Punish, Vintage. 1991 selections.



P. Rabinow and N. Rose "Biopower Today," in BioSocieties 2006/ 1. pp195-217.

T. Murray Li, "Practices of assemblage and community forest management.” Economy and sodiety 36, no. 2
(2007): 263-29%.

N. Rose,. 1996 "The Deah of the Socid? Re-figuringthe territory of government,” BEconomy and Sodiety, 25/3,
pp. 327-356.

J Ferguson, 1994, "The Anti- politicsMachine." In Sharmaand Gupta Reader pp. 270-285

Optiond: Trouillot, M-R., 2001, "The Anthropology of the Sate in the Age of Gobdization," Current
Anthropology, 42/ 1 125-138.

How would you define Gover nmentdity? How doesit relate to Biopower and Biopolitics? Do you consider
these useful concepts for anthropology or other field-research based practices of politica andysis?

10/15 Class 7 Transformations in Citizenship and Sovereignty: The Politics of the Governed and the
Ungoverned

J Painter, "Spaces of Citizenship," Political Geography. 1995. 14/ 2. pp. 107- 120.

E Bdibar, E 2004, Ch. 3"Droit de Cite or Apartheid." In We, the People of Eirope: Reflectionson
Transnationd Citizenship, Princeton. 2004. pp. 31-50.

V. Das and D. Poole. Ch. 1"The State and itsMargins" in Anthropology a the Margins of the Sate. SAR. 2004.
pp. 3-33

P. Chaerjee, "The Politics of the Governed," in The Politics of the Governed. Columbia 2004. pp. 53-78

J Holston, Ch. 1and Ch. 7 in Insurgent Citizenship: Disjunctions of Identity and Modernity in Brazil. Princeton.
2008.

G Agamben. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life Stanford. 1998. Selections

Clunan, A. 2010. "Ungoverned Spaces: The Need for Reevduation” in Ungoverned Spaces: Alternativesto
Sae Authorityin an Bra of Softened Sovereignty. Stanford. 2010. pp. 3-13.

Wha sortsof questions emerge when anthropology engages with the theor eticad per spectives of other fields
whether history, geography, philosophy or internationd relations?What is gained and what is lost?Isit
possible to find a common language of inquiry and anaysis or does an intellectud division of labor reman?

10/22 Class 8. Transnational Activism and the Rebirth of Identity Politics

J Comaroffand J Comaroff, 2009. Ch. 3. Bhnicity Inc. Chicago. pp. 22-59

S Mahmood, Ch. 1" The Subject of Freedom"in Politics of Biety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject.
Princeton 2005.

Access on-lire interviews with Saba Mahmood



M. DelLa Cadena, " IndigenousCosmopoalitics in the Andes: Conceptud Reflections beyond "Politics". Culturd
Anthropology. 2010. 25/ 2. pp. 334-370.

C.Hde."Activist Researchv. Culturd Critique: IndigenousLand Rights and the Contradictions of Politicaly
Engaged Anthropology" in Cultural Anthropology. 2006. 21 1 pp. 96 - 20

D. Goldstein, Ch. 2 "Getting Engaged.” Qutlawed: Between Security and Rightsin a Bolivian City. 2013. pp. 35-
75. (skim)

Are these workedmarked by common findings or a common gpproach? How do they critique and redefine

established categories and concepts? What questions or observations do they raise about the boundary and
interface of activism, advocacy and research?

10/29 Class 9. Security, Science and Technology

H. Gusterson, Ch. 9 "The Virtud Nudear Weapons Laboratory inthe New World Order" in People of the Bomb:
Portraits of Americas Nudear Complex. Minnesota, 2004. pp. 165-185

G Feldman, Ch.4 "Border Control," Ch. 5 "Biometrics'and Ch.7 "When there isno there"in The Migration
Apparaus, Sanford, 2012

A Lakoff, "The Generic Biothrea, or How we became unprepared,” Cultura Anthropology, 23/ 3 pp. 399-428

S Collier, Vital Systems Security and the Government of Emergency. In Theory Culture and Society .
2014

A. Lakoff and S Callier, "Infrastructure and Event: The political technology of preparedness.” In
Palitical Matters. ed B. Braun. Minnesotta. 2010. Pp.243-266.

See dso limn.it/issue/ 01

Optiond: "The Suff of Politics: An Infroduction™ in In Political Matters. ed B. Braun. Minnesotta. 2010. pp.
iX-XI

Discussthe place of science and technology studies(STS)in anthropology's engagement with and critique of
contemporary security trends?How does this approach incorporae or speak to other works and approaches
in politica anthropology? What are the implications for resear ch findings as well as resear ch methods?

174 dass 10. War, Militarization, Affect, Body Politics

C. Tilly. "Wer Making and State Making as Organized Crime," in Bringing the State Back In, D. Rueschmeyer et
d eds., Cambridge.1985. pp. 167-91

A. Giddens, The Nation-Sate and Violence, Cdifor nia. 1987. pp. 22-31103- 116, 222-254.

C. Lutz, C.M&king Wer a Home in the United Sates: Militarizetion and the Current Crisis. American
Anthropologist , 2002, 104 (3): 723-35. (*or "Militiarzation" In Sharmaand Gupta Reader : pp. 291 309).

K. Madeish, Chs.1,2,4 in Making War at Fort Hood: Life and Uncertainty in a Military Community. Princeton,
2013.

N. Chagnon, Ch. 6 "Yanomamo Warfare" in The Yanomamo, pp. 185-206 (skim)



Inwhat ways are anthropologistsin conversation with daims about violence and warfare from other
disciplines? Are anthropologists simply illugrating the contentions of other scholarsand fieldsare or they
complicating and deepening them? Among other things, how are anthropologists bringing issues of affect and
embodiment into discussions of militarization. Wha doesthis imply about the vaue of ethnography in
comprehending the human experience of violence and militarization?

1112 Class11. Politics and Bhics of Anthropology

D. Price, D. Weaponizing Anthropology: Socid Science in Service of the Militarized Sate. Counterpunch. 2011
selections

N. Whitehead Ch. 1in Virtud War and Magica Death, ed N. Whitehead and S. Finnstroom, Duke. 2013, pp. 26-
44,

K. Fosher, "Yes, both, absolutely,” pp. 261-270 and R. Davis, "Culturd Sensitivity in a Military Occupaion,” pp.
297-310 in Anthropology and Goba Counterinsurgency, Chicago. 2010.

AAA Ehics Codes: 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s. (Review 3 codes)

Wha are the centrd ethica debates raisedby the conduct of anthropologicd researchinthe context of war?
Hasthe discipline changesits viewof the ethics of these activities over time?lsit possible to understand
programs such asthe Human Terran Systemas a form of ‘Engaged Anthropology’ or are there different
issuesa stake? Wha recommendetions wouldyou make regarding futur e revisions of the AAA Bhics Code?

1719 Class 12 Individual meetings (ASA meetings)

NO CLASS 11 26 THANKSA VING HOLIDAY

NO CLASS12/3 (AAA Meetings)

12/10 Class 14 Final Discussion and Presentations
All work is due by this date.

L L o
++++++
UNIVERITY POLICY:

The following information is provided in conformance with University Policy:

1 Policy related to dass atendance, assignments, and other work:
Requirementsfor dass atendance, make-up exams, assignments, and other work inthiscourse are

consistent with university policiesthat can be found in the online catalog:
https:// catdog.ufl.edu/ ugrad/ cur rent/ reguations/ info/ atendance.aspx.

2. Accommodations for studentswith disabilities; Sudentsrequesting dassroom accommodation must first
register with the Dean of SudentsOffice. The Dean of StudentsOffice will provide documentation to the
student who must then providethis documentation to the Professor when requesting accommaodetion. Upon
receipt of documentation, the Professor will grant the accommaodation. Students with disabilities should follow
these procedures as early as possible inthe semester.



3. Online course evaduaion process: Sudents are expected to providefeedback on the qudity of instruction
in this course based on 1 criteria These evaduaions are conducted online & https:// evaduations.ufl.edu.
Bvduations are typicaly open during the last two or threeweeks of the

semester, but studentswillbe givenspecific timeswhen they are open. Summary resuls of these
assessments are avalable to studentsa https://evaudaions.ufl.edu/resilts

4. ReligiousCbservances: Sudentsseeking modification of due dates for dass participation, assignments, and
exams for religious reasons (e.g., holiday observances) should contact the Professor and request this
modification.



5. Academic Honesty: UFstudents are bound by The Honor Fedge tha states, "We, the members of the
University of Horida community, pledge to hold ourselvesand our peersto the highest standards of honor
and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On dl work submitted for credit by studentsat the University of
Horidg, the following pledge is either required or implied

"On my honor, | have neither given nor received unauthorized ad in doing this assignment.”

The Honor Code (http://www.dso.ufledu/ scer/ process/ student- conduct- honor - code/ ) specifies a number of
behaviorsthat arein violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to
report any condition tha fadilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions
or concerns, please consult with the instructor. lInstances of dishonesty indude conducting unauthorized
research on the internet and failing to cite sources of information on any work submitted, as wellas
unauthorized collabor ating with students or othersto determine the answer s on assignments and exams.

6. Counseling and Emergency Services
- the University Counseling Center, 301 Peabody Hall, 392-1575
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/ cwc/ Default.aspx
Sudent Health Care Center, 392-1171
Career Resource Center, Reitz Union, 392-1601
Center for Sexual Assault/ Abuse Recovery and Education (CARE), Sudent Health Care Center,
392-1161
University Police Department 392-1111(non-emergency);
CALL 9-1-1for emergencies



